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THIS PHOTO: A compact work triangle—sink, 
refrigerator, and range—reduces steps for the 
cook. OPPOSITE: Designer Laura Ulam likes to 
mix metals in her designs, but for her own 
kitchen, she chose a polished-nickel faucet for 
practical reasons. She was told brass wouldn’t 
fare well against her town’s hard water. 



BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & BATHS    47

Forget boring and 
predictable—this 
thoughtfully designed 
white kitchen boasts a 
style all its own. 
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YES, WHITE KITCHENS ARE CLASSIC. 
But sometimes they can feel cold or just plain boring. Designer 

Laura Ulam’s white kitchen is decidedly neither. By layering 

color variations, textures, and a mix of metals, the designer deftly 

infused warmth and personality into her home’s hub—without 

straying from her preferred less-is-more palette. 

 Laura, who works with Courtney Heaton Designs, admits being 

a serial remodeler who loves the excitement of the construction 

process. With three house flips already under her belt, she wasn’t 

intimidated by the lackluster finishes and dark, closed-off kitchen 

that greeted her when she first saw her 1980s-era home in the 

Napa Valley of Northern California. Rather, she was enthralled 

by the kitchen’s large metal-grid windows and 15-foot ceiling. 

“We took down a central wall, and once we opened up the space, 

I visualized all white,” she says. “I’d been drawn to white for so 

many years, and it just felt right in this house.”

the plan

A peninsula housing the dishwasher and sink is just steps from  
the range and refrigerator, providing efficiency for the cook.  
A 15-foot vaulted ceiling makes the narrow kitchen feel grand, 
while a sizable metal-grid window in an existing alcove brightens 
the space.
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The wood cladding 
the 15-foot ceiling is 
original; Laura only had 
to sand and repaint 
the boards to achieve 
the light and bright 
effect she wanted. 
She was able to grab 
more light and space 
by removing a central 
wall and replacing it 
with a peninsula. The 
countertops are Dekton, 
a manufactured marble 
look-alike that resists 
scratches and stains. 
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Every well-thought-out 
detail contributes to 
the room’s airy design 
and stay-awhile feel. 

OPPOSITE: Sand-color grout between the 
polished marble backsplash tiles picks up 
the vein color in the countertops. Brass 
hardware contrasts nicely with the stainless-
steel pro-style range. ABOVE LEFT: Varying 
the shape of cabinet hardware adds visual 
interest. Indented toe-kicks under the 
cabinets make the room feel larger. ABOVE: 
Rustic wood shelves, paired with brass 
shelf brackets, deliver just-right texture to 
the space. LEFT: Mixing distressed brass 
bases with upholstered seats, the barstools 
epitomize the kitchen’s classic-meets-
modern aesthetic.
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THIS PHOTO: Faux fur on the bleached-wood dining 
chairs brings warmth to the all-white scheme. A tall 
painting by Cathy Lancaster, a Memphis artist, adds 
subtle color. 
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 But which white? Like other colors, white comes in many 

varieties. To keep it interesting, Laura chose Benjamin Moore’s 

Cloud White for the cabinets and a more buttery hue—Dunn-

Edwards’ Pearl Necklace—for the walls. Then she focused on 

texture—white faux fur for the chair covers, rough linen for the 

barstools, and a Dekton countertop that’s a dead ringer for marble 

but is manufactured, making it considerably more durable. The 

backsplash is white marble tile with sand-color grout that picks 

up the veins in the countertops. The beams above the island are 

whitewashed, and the floor is a light-color oak. 

 For shine and pop, Laura accented the room mostly with 

brass and gold—on the distressed stool legs, the cabinet hardware, 

the brackets of the open shelves flanking the range, and on the 

large pendants over the peninsula. Every well-thought-out detail 

contributes to the room’s airy design and stay-awhile feel. “I’m 

not so sure I’ll flip this,” Laura says. “I love it; it’s simplified and 

calm and less cluttered than my last house. With the kids grown 

and gone, the house fits this stage of my life.”

Resources begin on page 108.

FAR LEFT: The large 
metal-grid window 
in the kitchen drew 
Laura to this house. 
A contemporary 
multipendant fixture 
highlights the alcove, 
where a custom cabinet 
conceals the microwave. 
LEFT: Succulents feel 
right at home in this 
sunny California kitchen. 

DESIGNER INSIGHTS:
MOVABLE STORAGE
Many homeowners are opting for few or even 
no upper cabinets. That means less storage, 
particularly in a small kitchen. A cabinet on wheels 
is a flexible, no-fuss solution. Homeowner and 
designer Laura Ulam shares her tips.

• Customize. Have a cabinetmaker design a 
movable unit to your exact specifications. Laura 
had one built to fit the kitchen’s windowed alcove. 
It holds her microwave, provides storage for 
larger serving pieces, and has wheels that can be 
locked to hold it in place. 

• Create space. Try a movable piece under 
an overhang at an island or bar area to 
accommodate kids’ crafts or homework activities, 
or to provide extra counter space for food prep 
or dining. 

• Stand out. Just like you can have an island in a 
different color than your perimeter cabinets, you 
can do the same with a standalone cabinet. Stick 
with similar hardware for a more cohesive look.


